FEEDING & MANAGEMENT:
GUIDELINES FOR HORSES
Feeding horses is an art that is acquired from
experience. Knowledge of nutrient requirements and an
understanding of the composition and use of common
feeds serve as the basic information. The individuality
of horses and their behavior makes it difficult to feed,
maintain the proper body condition, and obtain
maximum performance. A certain amount of skill, sound
judgment, and experience is required for feeding horses
correctly. Horses may be fed as individuals or in groups.
The ration should be formulated to meet the nutrient
requirements for the appropriate physiological state
and should be fed accordingly. Below is an example of
feeding the horse based on their physiological state.
Phys. State1
Mature

Forage % Conc. % 2

Total %

1.5 - 2.0

0 - 0.5

1.5 - 2.0

Late gestation

1.0 - 1.5

0.5 - 1.0

1.5 - 2.0

Lactation

1.0 - 2.0

0.5 - 1.0

2.0 - 3.0

Working horses (L, M, I)3

0.8 - 2.0

0.5 - 2.0

1.5 - 3.0

Growing (weanlings)

0.5 - 1.0

1.5 - 3.0

2.0 - 3.0

Growing (yearlings)

1.0 - 1.5

1.0 - 2.0

1.8 - 3.0

1

Phys. = Physiological
Conc. = Concentrate
L = Light work; M = Moderate work; I = Intensive work

2

BODY CONDITION:
SCORES OF HORSES
What is your horse’s body condition? Did you know
there was a scoring system to rank your horse’s
physical conditioning? What is the appropriate body
condition of a horse? These questions have long been
misunderstood until Dr. Don Henneke devised a scoring
system for the industry. This system can be used across
breeds and by all people. This system assigns a score to
a particular body condition (1 to 9) as opposed to vague
words such as “good,” “fair,” or “bad,” which leaves a
wide interpretation.
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AVOID ABRUPT
RATION CHANGES
The digestive tract of a horse can be sensitive to dietary
changes, and any abrupt changes in your horses’ ration
should be avoided. When a horse’s ration is changed
due to changes in an exercise program or physiological
state, that change in ration should take place gradually
over a period of about a week. Sudden changes may
cause colic, going off feed, loss of condition, and
digestive disturbances. One method for changing a
ration is to replace 25 percent of the ration with the new
ration every two days so that it takes six days before the
horse is eating 100 percent of the new ration. Horses
being turned out to pasture should be turned out for 30
minutes the first day and then for increased amounts of
time so that after a week, they are left out continuously.
This procedure is critical when pastures are lush and
green. When horses are returned back to the farm from
sales or strenuous performance training, their ration
and amount of exercise should be reduced gradually
over a two week period.
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For more information about Ultimate Care
Horse Feed or any other NEMO Feed products
and services, please call or visit us online!

NEMO Feed LLC
50726 State Hwy 15
Baring, MO 63531
660.892.4537
The horse’s body condition measures the balance
between the food he eats and the amount of energy he
burns. Body condition can be affected by a wide variety
of factors such as: availability of feed, reproductive
activities, weather, level of physical activities, health
problems, and feeding practices. The actual body
condition of a horse can also affect its reproductive
capability, performance and work function, along with
endocrine and health status. Therefore, it is important
to achieve and maintain a proper body condition in
your horse.
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Mare ‘N’ Foal 1600

Contender 1400

Rope ‘n’ ride 1200

A Complete Feed for Equine

A Complete Feed for Equine

A Complete Feed for Equine

GUARANTEED ANALYSIS

GUARANTEED ANALYSIS

GUARANTEED ANALYSIS

Crude Protein, Min %

MISSION STATEMENT
NEMO Feed, LLC is here to provide high quality
animal feed and nutrition services with employees
motivated to serve others as we would have others
serve us and to work together in a safe workplace
while making a profit that is wisely invested in the
community and company.
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FEEDING DIRECTIONS
Mare ‘N’ Foal 1600 is designed to be fed with good
quality grass and/or legume hay (free choice) and
plenty of fresh water. Offer 1/4 to 1/2 pounds of Mare ‘N’
Foal 1600 per 100 lbs of body weight daily depending
on body condition and type of activity. Divide daily
ration into two feedings.

FEATURES & BENEFITS
• Higher vitamin E
• Boosts immune system
• Plays a role in fat stabilization and longevity

• Correct amino acid ratios
• Sustains fetal development and
milk production in mares

• Consistent feed source
• Guaranteed formulas used to ensure consistency

• Added soy oils
• Keeps hair coats shiny and healthy
• Increased energy for lactating mares and foals

FEEDING DIRECTIONS
Contender 1400 is designed to be fed with good
quality grass and/or legume hay (free choice) and
plenty of fresh water. Offer 1/4 to 1 1/4 pounds of
Contender 1400 per 100 lbs of body weight daily
depending on body condition and type of activity.
Divide daily ration into two feedings.

FEATURES & BENEFITS
• Accurate level of amino acids for
young growing horses
• High-quality protein sources
• Sustains muscle maintenance and health

• Versatile
• Feed one diet to all your horses without
negotiating nutrient levels

• Organic trace minerals
• Increases bioavailability
• Supports the immune system
• Improves hoof health

FEEDING DIRECTIONS
Rope ‘N’ Ride 1200 is designed to be fed with good
quality grass and/or legume hay (free choice) and
plenty of fresh water. Offer 1/4 to 1 1/4 pounds of Rope ‘N’
Ride 1200 per 100 lbs of body weight daily depending
on body condition and type of activity. Divide daily
ration into two feedings.

FEATURES & BENEFITS
• Organic trace minerals
• Maintains balance of trace minerals in total diet
• Increases bioavailability
• Improves hoof health

• Digestible fat from soy oil
• Added nourishment to support
performance and endurance
• Keeps hair coats shiny and healthy

• Versatile
• Feed one diet to all your horses without
negotiating nutrient levels

• Consistent feed source
• Guaranteed formulas used to ensure consistency
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